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1 Epiſtle to the CoxTutans X. 31. 
Do all to the Glory of God. 


HEN we conſider the various engagements of 
men, 'their frequent- diſtractions of ' mind, the 
many neceſſary calls for their attention to the 
affairs of Life, the Precept, that we ſhould have a view, in 
all our Actions, to the Glory of God, may appear ſcarce 

ble. Like another of the ſame Apoſtle s Injunctions, 
if not limited, it would drive men out of the World, or to 
a deſpair of performing their Duty while they continue in 
it. And, indeed, as ſome have extravagantly extended this 
Duty, it is one of thoſe things, which to man is impoſſi- 
ble: but with comfort may we ſay to ourſelves, with God, 
as all things, ſo this is poſſible; He, by his merciful ac- 
ceptance, makes our W in the preſent caſe, a rea- 


enable ſervice. 


1 hall, in the following Diſcourſe, have a a principal f re- 
gard to this Day's ee, 


Firſt, ſeeking a conſiſtent neren of the Apoſtle's 
Advice; 


"Secondly; applying it to the proſe Occaſion ; ; 


- Thirdly, endeavouring. to lead the younger Part of hy | 
Audience, whole: information is dug dee to "on 
the Duties of i it, woe 


B 11 
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It wilt be needteſs, to many of my Hearers, to ſay, that 
the Precept we are conſidering was occaſion d by ſome Diſi- 
culties on one ſide, and ſore Qfence taken on the other, 
in regard to idolatrous Sacrifices. The Apoſtle candidly ob- 
ſerves, that the Meats offer'd in thoſe Sacrifices were the 
Gift of God; in themſelves as inoffenſive to the Mind, as 
they were wholeſome to the Body : that, excepting the mere 
fitting down to them as an Act. of HorPip. to the Hol or 
evil Spirit ta which they were offer d, they might undoubted- 
Y be partaken: of both with Innocence and a good Con- 
ſcience. Vet, as ſome had not ſtrength of mind properly to 
diſtinguiſh, a forbearance was recommended, leſt Offence 
ſnauld be given to's weak Brother or an Alien: left the one, 
taking in all the; conſequences, ſhould be led to commit Ido- 
latry, or the dther, whether Jew or Gentile, be witli-held 
from embracing the Chriſtian Faiitn . 
Hoe ius ©7 nan an en Fo S290 ﬆ u 
We cannot but obſerve here à kind of Campetition between 
the God of the Chriſtians, and the imaginary Deities of the 
Heatliens. And; agrecahly ta the notion of ſuch a Com- 
petition, we find the Apoſtle reminding the Chriſtiane, that 
they provoked their God to Jealouſy by their idolatrous 
Compliances; the {ame kind of Jealouſy, to which the 
Idols of Egypt had antiently provoked: him, as: the God of 
iſrael, when Moſes was employ'd by him to vindicate his 
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Moſt aſtoniſhing, indeed, it is, that there ſhould be any 
Cauſe for ſuch a Jealouſy; where: ratroizel Creatures: were 
concerned: yet it is too true, that theſe ſenſeleſs Idols had 
deen ſeated in God's Throne, and had received the Homage 
that was due tao him. - Thougbi the invifible-things\ of 
God, even his eternal Being and Power, were ſuffitiently 
| | © obvious 
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„„ 
obvious to Reaſon, being eonſequentially underſtood by the 
things which were expoſed to Senſe, yet Reaſon, alas, did 
not ſee them: it changed the Glory. of the incorruptible 
God into the Likeneſs of corruptible Man, and of Birds and 
Beaſts and creeping Things, worſhiping and ſerving the 


Creature more than the Creator. 


And Men, having made themſelves over to the Service of 
ſuch Maſters, became, in conſequence, filled with all un- 
righteouſneſs, fornication, wickedneſs, covetouſneſs, mali- 
ciouſneſs ; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity, 
whiſperers, , backbiters, haters of God, deſpiteful, proud, 
boaſters, inventors. of evil things, diſobedient to Parents, 
without underſtanding, covenant-breakess, without natural 
affection, implacable, unmerciful, Re 


When we read ſuch a Catalogue of Vices, as ariling na- 
turally from Man's having miſplaced his Obedience, are we 
at a loſs to explain to ourſelves the Jealouſy, to which a God 
of Helineſs and Mercy was provoked; or the Meaning of the 
Apoſtle when he biddeth us do al to God's Glory? 


He doth not call upon men to cloyſter themſelves up, and 
ſpend their days in a Chorus of Monkiſh Anthems; to with- 
draw themſelves from the Duties, as well as the Tempta- 
tions of the World; to conſecrate themſelves ſo wholly to 
God, that all their Services, by which their Fellow. creatures 
zus to a Laue of our Brethren, which ſuffercth long, and is 
kind, which envieth not, is not Sly provoked, beareth all 
1o 


things, endureth all things; a love ſo excellent, that it far 
ds to feed the Poor, 


,excecdeth the giving our G feed the Poor, or our Bo- 

dies td be burned), a 179 which the Gift of Pro- 

pheey and of working Miracles, the deepeſt anil moſt exten- 
. Ba 


five 


4) 
five Knowledge, the moſt unbounded Powers of Inſtruction 
ind Perſuaſion would be of no Uſe to others, of no Value to 
ourſelves; a Love, of a more exalted nature even than the 
Faith, which bringeth ſubſtantially before us the inviſible 
things of a future ſtate, than the Hope likewiſe, which in- 
citeth to their Attainment. © And how ſuch a love as 
this doth tend to the Glory of God, a ſhort view of his 
Diſpenſations will abundantly evidence, 


When we look round on the natural World, we ſee proofs 
of a Wiſdom and Power far ſurpaſſing our comprehen- 
fon. So plainly do we. pe rceive the Propriety of the 
Pſalmiſt's Kelten * The Heavens declare the Glory of 
God”, that we are ready to add © The Earth, with the 
meaneſt of its productions, doth the ſame. The Revo- 
lations of the Earth, the Changes of the Seaſons, the Courſes: 
of the Heayenly Bodics God hath not enabled Man to con- 
troul, But could we, for a moment, fuppoſe' him indulged 
an ability of this kind, yet his breaking in upon the Order, 
that the Creator had eſtabliſhed, would confeſſedly be intro- 
ducing a Confuſion, which would neither bring Credit to 
himſelf, nor Glory to God, who had given ſuch power unto 
Man : nor would he act, in this caſe, confiltemtly £ ay your 
Reaſon or "or n | 

Let us now ap ly this to the + rien and high Syſtem ; 
in the Order of which Man is; from the very Conſtitution of 
his Nature, allowed to interfere. - Here we ſee, that, while 
all the Parts of the Creation, the Government of which God 
hath reſerved abſolutely to himſelf, obediently perform their 
Functions; the inanimate ſubmitting uniformly ts the Laws 
of Neceſſity, the merely animate to the Laws of Inſtinct; 
Man, the only Creature we are acquainted with, that is left 
to the liberty of a 5 uus with his IS 
h - debaſeth 


- 
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debaſeth his ncbler Faculties; and, while the natural and 
animal World declare the Glory of their Creator, the ra- 
tional and moral do their utmoſt to load him with 
Diſhonour and Reproach. Himſelf is forgot; ſubſtitutes 
the moſt unworthy are acknowledged in his ſtead: theſe 
glory that his wiſe and gracious Deſigns are counteracted, his 
Syſtem of Happineſs diſorder'd, Confuſion and Miſery intro- 
duced. For a long Succeſſion of Ages, Miſeries and Con- 
fuſions follow each other in a train, till Men are recalled to 
the knowledge of that God, whoſe Mercy is over all his 
Works ; who, while Reaſon repreſents him a God of Order, 
is repreſented. by himſelf a God of Love, delighting in the 
Welfare of his Creatures, having in 4/ his Diſpenſations a 
view to their Happineſs. | | 


Naked, indeed, and open to the great Author of this 
Happineſs are all the Means, by which it may be promoted; 
but Man is not able to diſcover them. The Eye o 
Senſe may be as perfect as we could wiſh it, yet, in the Dark, 
who relies on its direction? And how well the Eye of 
Reaſom was able to direct the wandering ſteps, in the thick 
Darkneſs, in which Mankind was antiently involved, need 
not at preſent be repeated. It hath pleaſed God, at length, 
to ſet up a Light, which approveth itſelf ſufficient to en- 
lighten every Man that cometh into the world. It ſhews 
God to be what it is moſt natural to believe him. It giveth 
ſuch a repreſentation of Man, as ſolves all the Difficulties, 
with which the beſt of men under the reign of worldly Wiſ- 
dom were, in all ages, confounded. It ſhews him formed, 
indeed, with the higheſt Capacities, yet ſunk, in ſome caſes, 
to a level with his kindred Brute, and, in others, alas ! really 
below him. His End it properly repreſents, the Recovery 
from ſo unnatural a State; the Means of which it reſteth on 
the Wiſdom of God, the Paſſibility on his Power, the Cer- 
| tainty 


| 6 
ftainty on his Promiſe, What now can redound 
more to the Glory of God, than that this Light, which He 
hath ſet up, ſhould ſhine into all the Corners of the Earth, 
to enlighten thoſe, who fit in Darkneſs and the Shadow of 
Death, and to guide their feet into the Way of Peace ! How 
faint is the Glory of the Creator, which the ſenſible ſun 
diſplays, by ſhining on his viſible Works, when compared 
with that Splendor of his Glory, which breaketh in upon us 
from this heavenly Light; by which, without a figure, the 
inviſible things of God are now, indeed, moſt clearly 
ſeen! This is the Light, to which Life and Immorta- 
lity are now brought, and by which the Eye of Faith < 
clearly diſcerns them, that it findeth it not, in the leaſt, dif- 
ficult to perceive their Reality. This is the Light, which 
repreſents God as the Author of man's Happineſs, Man him- 
ſelf as the Deſtroyer of it, the Son of Gol as its Reftorer ; 
a perfect Love, to God in the firſt place, in the next to his 


Creatures, as man's Qyalification for Happineſs, and his 


As then by chuſing Darkneſs, rather than this Light for 
ourſelves, or by Endeavouring to extinguiſh it, we ſhbuld 
act to the Diſponour of God; ſo by keeping up and ſpreading 
this Light, we molt effectually do all to his Glory. 
By this, becoming Fellow-workers with God for the 
Happineſs of the World, we expreſs that Love, which our 
Apoſtle telleth us, as it worketh no ill to our Neighbour, is 
the fulfilling of the Law of Moſes : We ſhew that Love to 
God, and our Neighbour, on which, our Heavenly Teacher 
declareth, hang all the Law and the Prophets: We, in the 
very beſt manner, obey his cwn great Command, to ſoar d- 
Þbove the common Examples of Humanity, and perfect out- 


47) 


ſelves, by copying the Divine Pattern, in a Love unlimited by 
any partial Conſiderations; learning from him, at the ſame 
time, that this unbounded love to the unthankful and unde- 


ſerving is, with regard to one of his Attributes at leaſt, — 
Perfection. even of God n 


II. 


Your Thoughts will naturally have gone before me, in ap- 
plying what is here ſaid to one, who ſo amiably copied the 
divine Benevolence: whoſe Power, indeed, was confin d within 
the neceſſary Bounds of a private fortune, whoſe Concern for the 
welfare of his Fellow- creatures knew no Limits. Well, 
indeed, might I be filent, when J conſider the numbers, 
who have, in this place, gone before me on the Subject. 
Vet, if Beneficence may not be repeatedly celebrated in the 
ſame words, Praiſes muſt long ſince have failed, even to the 
Author of 4% Good, His Mercies are infinite; yet a few 
Elements of Language compoſe all the terms, in which our 
ſenſe of them can be expreſs d. I may be excuſed, 

PS, if I, employ a part of the time allotted me, in 
conſidering the Intention of the Benefactor we this day com- 
memorate, with the Advantages derived from him, 


Vis Intention appears to have been, that the End of his 
Creator might be moſt effectvally anſwer d: that, as far as, 
his Ability could reach, uſeful Members might be ſupplied. 
for. the Conduct of this World, and proper Candidates proc: 
pore for the Happineſs of che next. 


The Old find, in his Aa ob loin a Retreat oder the 
Cares of the World, a Protection from i its Calamities. But- 
the principal Advantages ariſing from his Inſtitution are de-- 


rived: 


. 
rived to you, the younger Members of this place; his In- 
tention, with regard to whom, is written in Characters too 
legible to be miſtaken, As his Compaſſion prepared 
an Aſylum for Age, his Wiſdom appointed Culture to 
Youth : While he provided a ſtore of Comforts for the 
Winter of Life, he conſider'd the Spring of it as the ſeaſon, 
which gave the Hopes of the Year. Whatever of Knowledge, 
Virtue, or Religion young Minds are capable of receiving, it 
was, undoubtedly, his Deſign to communicate. He is the 
Inſtrument of God, in enabling you to excell in the Exertion 
of thoſe Faculties, which God hath made the Excellence of 
your Natures ; in diſtinguiſhing you among your &ind, by 
exalting the Talents, which diſtinguiſh your ind from the 
Creatures below them. The Capacity, indeed, of Improve- 
ment is born with Man; and may, we experience, be buried 
with him, without leaving any traces, if all Culture-be denied 
it. How-many do we ſee, throughout Life, as much Brutes, 
with the Powers of Reaſon, as the Beaſts of the Field are 
without them ! And when, on the other fide, we look up 
at the vaſt reaches, that are made by the human Mind, in 
ſuch as have been properly trained, we can ſcarce allow 
ourſelves to believe 1 are of the ſame Species. £225 


There have been, indeed, who, by the Strength of Genius, 
have broke through all Obſtructions, and forced their way to 
Eminence. But Inſtances of theſe have been ſo rare, that 
they are rather to be conſider d as Prodigies than as Exam- 
ples. And even theſe may have fallen greatly ſhort of the 
Eminence, to which they might have been capable of raiſing 
| themſelves, had their own Eforts been directed by the Ex- 


{3 


But, how attentive ſoever your Benefactor may have been 
to your Welfare, his Views are by no means to be conſi- 
dered as having terminated in yourſelves: The Benefits, 
which he hath beſtowed on you, be hath devoted to the 
moſt extenſive Purpoſes. By the * Memorial of him 
placed fo near you, he remindeth you of your Obligations 
and your Duty. Imagine him, for, were he now preſent, 
it would not be unreaſonable to imagine him, thus expreſ- 
fing himſelf. © Little will it avail you, O my Children, 
that I have provided you an Education, if it ſerve merely to 
load the Head, without informing the Heart. Lamentable 
will be Miſapplication of my Bounty, if it only enable you, 
the more commodiouſly, to take your eaſe ; to eat, to drink 
and to be merry. Far nobler were the Hopes, which I in- 
dulged, in affording the Means of improvement; and far o- 
ther Hopes do I now entertain of you. Peculiarly happy as 
you are in the Purity of your Religion and the Freedom of 
your Conſtitution, you will render yourſelves, I truſt, 
worthy of theſe Bleſſinge, by your Ability and Zeal for their 
Support. The ſame View to God's Glory and the Welfare 
of Man, which were my Motives in giving, will, I hope, 
be yours in the Application of my Gift. Suffer not Am- 
bition, that Fever of our diſordered Nature, to rage within 
you; let it not heat you with a thirſt of mere Rank and 
Precedence among your Fellow- creatures; of a Diſtinction 
which may be miſtakenly or unworthily beſtowed, Had the 
ungenerous Paſſion influenced me, where would yourſelves 
have now been diſperſed ! Where would have been the 
preſent Aſſembly, met to expreſs their Gratitude to me, as 
God's Inſtrument for their good ! Where would have been 


—_—" — 


* The Founder's Monument. : 12 
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0 
All, who have, by my means, adorned the Stations they 
have filled ! . No, my Children, let a Regard to the Ends 
of your Creator and a Conſciouſneſs of your Capacity to 
ſerve them, inſpire you with an Emulation of excelling in 
things excellent; of raiſing you, not above others, but 
yourſelves ; of diſtinguiſhing you in the impartial and uner- 
ring Eye of Him, whoſe Approbation is truely Honour. Then 
may my Inſtitution, though it equal not my Wiſhes in 
watering the whole Earth, yet flow an ample Stream at leaſt; 
enriching, by its regular Diſcharges, the Country through 


which it paſſes; conveying down Bleſſings to the moſt 
diſtant Generations, | | 


111 


H Acquainted then as you are with the Advantages | you en- 
joy, and with what may be reaſonably expected from you; 
the Attempt may be almoſt needleſs to convince you, that 


all the Benefits which the very beſt Education can produce, 
muſt ariſe from your cn flicatiou of it. : 


Our wiſe and gracious God hath dealt with every Part of 
his Creation, according to the Nature which He hath given 
it. The vegetable, wholly paſſive in its frame, is carried on- 
to its perfect ſtate by the force of mechanical Laws. The 
ſenſitive, having Appetite. and Paſſion to direct it, is left to 
their guidance both for the Preſervation of its Being and the 
ſupport of it. Man, having the Principle of Reaſon added, 
to controul the Call of Appetite, hath more depending on 
his choice ; hath more opportunities of becoming himſelf the 
Author of the benefits which even his animal Half ſhall.re- 
ceive: the mere Animal however, human as well as brute, 
depending, no leſs than the Vegetable, on the Laws of Me- 
chaniſm for its growth. and improvement. As we riſe to his 


higher, 


! 
higher, his intellectual Part, we find the Order of Providence 
ſtill preſerved. The Nouriſhment of the Mind, either its 
Food or its Phyſic, as it is not to be forced into it, ſo nei- 
ther, when admitted, will it operate mechanically. The 
Mind of Man cannot, like a piece of clock-work, receive 
motion by the load of a Weight or the impulſe of a Spring: 
being endowed with an active Principle capable of exerting 
its Powers or ſuſpending their Operation, it depends wholly 
for its Advancement on an active Exertion of them. If ra- 
tional Creatures, thus conſtituted, 'will, after all, chuſe 
Darkneſs, rather than the Light which is offered, the very 
Frame of their Natures requires that they ſhould be left to 
the liberty of doing it: but the very Frame of their Natures 
points likewiſe to the Condemnation, which the Gofpel of 
Chriſt declares to be due to them. {1 


But not to reſt wholly on this Reaſoning from the Conſtitution 
of our Minds ; let us call-in Conſiderations of another kind, 
and ſee whether they will not confirm theſe. Reaſonings. 


When the Time of Inſtruction and Diſcipline-is expired, 
the Youth ſteps into Life: happy, could he as diſtinctly ſee 
forward into Time, . as experience looks back through it! He 
would perceive. the World to be a Labyrinth, which well 
requires a Clue to conduct him. Vet, elate in the Confi- 
dence of Vouth, he doubts not to avoid the Wanderings, in 
which others have been bewildered, Hope ſeizes the Ima- 
gination, diſorders the Judgment, paints every thing poſſible, 
every attempt proſperous : nor can any thing, but diſappoint- 
ment, abate the rage of the Diſeaſe. And how are his 
Dangers encreaſed, when, added to the Diſorder within, the 
Circzan Poiſon is adminiſtered by every hand; while the 
wholeſome draught of Reaſon and Virtue is, with the moſt 
watchful aſſiduity, placed out of his reach! Paſſion now be- 

C2 comes - 
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comes his Boſom- friend, his Counſellor, his Conductor. 
Pleaſure meets him in all Companies; her Addreſs is infinu- 
ating, her Manners faſhionable ; ſhe is countenanced by the 
Great, protected by Numbers, by ſcarce any diſreſpectſully 
treated, It may ſeem, therefore, to require a more than 
common Reſolution, to be ſo hardy as to diſcard or affront 
her. Thus counſelled, then, and thus invited, ſhall we 
wonder that we find the unhappy Youth rejoicing that his 
Reſtraints are removed ; exulting in the Freedom of chuſing 
for himſelf, in oppoſition to the ſtrongeſt remonſtrances of 
Wiſdom and Experience]! -See him, then, flying from the 
Tutelage of Friendſhip ; eager to render fruitleſs the ſeeds 
of Knowledge and Virtue, which he had been conſtrained to 
admit; conſtant in his Attendance upon Pleaſure, devoting 
to her all his beſt Hours of Vigour and Activity. View 
him, at length, languiſhing on the effeminate Couch ; nei- 
ther happy in his unworthy Repoſe, nor able to exert any 
manly Efforts for his Recovery. Attend him in his laſt 
Stage ; with a Body decayed, a Mind enervated, with no- 
thing but the Ruins of Age to mark the Years which have 
rolled over him : neither enduring the paſt, enjoying the 
reſent, nor hoping for the future. A miſerable uncultivated 
aſte lies behind ; the Spot around him is unfruitful and 
unpleaſant ; the Remainder of his Journey dreary and full 
of Difficulties, at a time too, when Difficulties are, at beſt, 
but faintly encountered; . | 


Againſt ſo. powerful an Enemy then you will be upon 
your guard. Yet an inmate of hers. equally deſerves your 
attention: Indolenoe may encroach, while Pleaſure expoſes 
ber defigns too openly to betray. But, believe me, Pleaſure 
and Indolence differ no otherwiſe, than, that the former, like 
a ravaging Army, lays waſte all before it; while the latter 


more 
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more ſlowly, yet with equal danger, ſaps and under- 


mines. 


There remains then but one Choice to be made; to 
which, indeed, both Reaſon and Wiſdom will direct 
you. While a Purſuit of Pleaſure is an Activity fatal and 
ruinous; while Indolence is a mere Drowſineſs of Soul, which 
leaves ſcarce a poſſibility of Advancement towards any thing 
deſirable ; Induſtry opens the Road to every valuable Acqui- 
fition and to all real Enjoyment. It was from this ripening 
power, ſucceeding to the Culture of Education, that the 
great Examples of old derived that Maturity and Conſiſtence, 
by which they have endured to our times. Inſtances are 
handed down to us of Men, who, by their Labour, not 
only improved the Talents they —_ bat acquired even 
thoſe which Nature had denied them. I ſhould exceed the 
limits of a Diſcourſe of this kind, were I to enlarge on all 
the Topics, which naturally. fall under the preſent Head: for 
the ſake, however, of my younger Hearers. it will be proper 
to mention ſome of them at leaſt. | 


Having ſeen then how dangerous are the Enemies, to 
which you are expoſed, at your very entrance into the World, 
you will ſcarce need to be told that, in the firſt place, 
CovRAGE will be neceſſary; which is the Exertion.of the 
vigorous Efforts of a manly Spirit. In the next place will 
TEMPERANCE be required. As the former defends you 
againſt the Aſſaults of an outward Enemy, the latter ſecures 
you from the Intrigues of an Enemy within. And, indeed; 
fo important an Attainment did this appear to a diſtinguiſhed 
Maſter of Reaſon, that He conſiders a Command over our- 
ſelves as the firſt point to be gained by Education; as the 
Principle of all Virtue and Excellence. Let not Youth 
then imagine that Reſtraint is to end, where. the Power of 

| others: 


( 14 )) 
at bers over them ceaſes, Your Submiſſion now. to. Authority 
is to prepare you to ſubmit afterwards to Reaſon, And un- 
happy may that Youth moſt certainly be pronounced, who 
feels the Reins let looſe by his Governors, , before. his Reaſon 


* 


is ready to take them. 


Lour next Endeavour muſt be to acquire a KNowLEDGE 
or YouRSELvEs ; an Acquiſition, which, will be found to 

demand no ordinary Pains, I had almoſt ſaid, no common 
Genius, The ſelf- love, which is born with us; which, from 
our very Cradles, is foſtered in us; which grows up and 
improves with our Advancement in any thing we are taught 

to believe commendable, is u. ready at hand to betray 
us. This becomes the Source of the ſeveral Species of Af- 
fectation that appear in the World, of Men ſtepping out of 
their own Character and expoſing themſelves in the Garb of 
. RTE RO : 


Such a Self-knowledge then being obtained, you will be 
prepared for a very neceflary ſtep, to Improvement, via. 
ImiTATION. Though we diſgrace ourſelves by aping our 
Superiors, we profit much by prudently imitating them. 
The Man would be confined, who ſhould. retite from the 
preſence of his Sovereign full fraught. with Majeſty, and, in 
ſolemn pomp, ſhould. exact from his Family and Domeſtics 
the Bend of the Knee, and. the Acknowledgement of Sove- 
reignty. Yet he would recommend himſelf to Reſpecti, could 
he fall happily into the Manners he had ſeen ; the Graceful- 
neſs of Addreks, the Propriety of Decorum, the Diſtance of 
- Superiority made eaſy, by unaffected Expreſſions , of Con- 

deſcenſion and Beneyolence, It is thus that the loweſt of us 
may profit by ſuperior, Worth, Thus may the Force of the 
| Grecian Orator, the Copiouſneſs of the Roman become pro- 
per Subjects to all of Imitation and Improvement ; though i 

| 88 might 


1 
might be arrogance in any to aſſume the CharaFer of a Cicero 
or a Demoſthenes. And, indeed, our natural Proneneſs to- 
imitate points out the great attention that is due to this Spe- 
cies of Improvement; ſince, imitate we neceſſarily ſhall ; if 
not to our Benefit, aſſuredly to our hurt. We are led, 
therefore, to conſider the Importance of ExameLE. Good 


. 


derſtanding or of the Heart. 


From theſe Obſervations we are led to conſider the Nature 
and Force of HA BIT. Such is our Frame, that Habits will 


Work of a Day: It is not the violent effort that will ſarce 
them upon us; they muſt. be 7z/nuated by the moderate 
| ſtroke. 


(16 /) 
ſtrolte repeatedly applied. Nature will ſet herſelf to reſiſt a 
rude Attack, but may be won over by the gentle Arts of 


Courtſhip : and when thus won over, ſhe will act with her 
wonted Readineſs and Propenſity. 


In company with Habit Pazjupice offers itſelf ; that 
grand Oppoſer of ali Advancement either in Science or 
Practice. It unhappily taketh its Seat in the Mind under 
the guiſe of Principle; and fixeth itſelf the more im- 
moveably, by withdrawing from the Light. Like the Su- 
perſtitions of Paganiſm and Popery, it forbids all Reaſoning 
and Examination. And when Error is thus conſecrated, 
little lefs than a miraculous Power will be required to re- 
move it, Nearly akin to the Prejudice of the Mind is 
the Fas HION of THE WoRLD; and, where its Sway is ab- 
ſolute, not leſs powerful in its Oppoſition to Reaſon. Pru- 
dence directs us to do by the Caprice of Faſhion, as by the 
Tempers of our Friends ; comply with it, but not ſerve 
it. When no good End can be anſwered, Wiſdom will not 
ſet itſelf againſt the Torrent of a Mob: and when a good 
End may be anſwered, it will, with St. Paul, become all 
things to all Men; and particularly that it may preſerve 
EsTEEM ; a Tribute, which, even to Merit, is much oftener 
paid by the Wills of Mankind, than by their Judg- 
ments. A great Part of the World. chuſe to att, 
without the trouble of reaſoning ; where Cuſtom fails them, 
adopting Authority for their Guide ; taking their Principles, 

as they do the Preſcriptions of their Phyſician ; not from an 
388 with their Efficacy and Worth, but from theic 
Opinion of the Perſon, by whom they are adminiſtered, Ne- 
ceflary therefore to all, who would benefit the World, is 
the Eſteem of it, and leaudable their Endeavours to obtain 
it. While we value our Credit, as the Inſtrument of 
Good to our Fellow-creatures, we cultivate Benevolence : 

| When 
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When we employ its Influence for the Honour of God, 
we exerciſe Piety: While we conſider our Credit merely 
as a Poſſeſſion, we may innocently deem it a very valuable 
one, and our Care to preſerve it is Prudence, When, in- 
deed, the lat becomes incompatible with the 20 former 
Views, we ought, undoubtedly, to part with it, as with 
any other of our Poſſeſſions; and rejoice in the Bleſſing, 
which our Saviour hath pronounced to thoſe, who ſuffer Re- 
proach and Reviling for his ſake. 


TIE likewiſe deſerves our moſt ſerious Attention: 
the Value of which learn from this, that it will not wait our 
Leiſure; that every part of it, which we employ not, we loſe. 
A ruined Fortune may be repaired ; Health decayed may be 
reſtored ; Time loſt is loſt irrecoverably. This, perhaps, 
ought not to be conſidered as a ſeparate Topic, but zs one 
which is united with all the reſt ; a Portion of our Time 
imperceptibly mixing itſelf with every thing, in which either 
the Hand or Attention is engaged. It becomes a kind of 
common Vehicle, like Water, which, though we overlook 
it in the various Liquors we commend, yet accompanies, in 
large Quantities, the Spirit of each. 


The laſt thing, the neceſſity of which I ſhall point out, is 
ReFLECTION. All the Force of others cannot make an 
Impreſſion upon the Mind, if the Mind prepare not itſelf to 
receive the Impreſſion. Reflection is the Inſtrument, by 
which the Underſtanding makes its own whatever hath 
been offered to it. And what a Call have we for the 
moſt afiduous Reflection, when we conſider the Progreſs, 
which the Mind hath neceſſarily to make! It hath to ſecure 
the Attention, to ſtore the Memory, to correct the Imagi- 
nation, to aſſiſt the Reaſon and to improve the Taſte. 
Science 1s to be eſtabliſhed in its 3 and purſued thro* 

all 


(|) 


all its Branches: Knowledge obtained is to be improved into 
Wiſdom for the Conduct of Life. The Nature and 
End of Man are to be ſtudied; the Extent of the Underſtand- 
ing explored; the Seat of Appetite, Paſſion and Will in- 
veſtigated, and the Means of controuling them: Virtue to be 
learned; its Worth, its Principles, its Practice. The 

Wiſdom of God is to be traced through his Works of Na- 
ture. But principally are his Diſpenſations for the Im- 
provement and Happineſs of the moral Part of his Creation 
to be intimately ſtudied; that you may know the Proofs of 
your Religion, its Principles, its Excellence, its Neceſſity, 
its Sufficiency. 


The Mind thus ſtored is to be diſengaged from the Fetters - 
of Senſe, and raiſed to the Objects of Faith: by-the Influ- 
enc: of which you are to be continually advancing toward 
that more perfect State, in which Inclination and Habit ſhall - 
coincide with Principle and Duty. Till, from an Endea-- 
vour to do the Will of God, as his Angels do, on Earth, 
you ſhall be exalted by him to do it with them in Heaven: 
Where, free from all ſelfiſh and partial Regards, may you 

join, to all Eternity, with thoſe miniſtring Spirits, to pro- 
mote the Happineſs of the Creation and the Glory of the 
Creator. | | 8 


U 
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